
a March 15, 2004

SUBJECT: WMD

How many times did the President ask what General Franks was going to do when 

WMD was used on US forces during the invasion of Iraq?  Many times!

General Franks believed the likelihood of Saddam Hussein using WMD was the 

greatest at that point where our forces got closer to Baghdad, from any direction.

How many times did US forces put on their chemical protective gear, despite the 

discomfort?  The reason is because they expected a chemical attack.

The heads of state of most countries in the CENTCOM AOR believed Saddam 

Hussein had WMD.  Mubarak cautioned General Franks that Saddam Hussein has 

biological weapons and will use them – “be careful.”

The likelihood is that we did surprise Saddam Hussein.  He likely had precursors 

that he could have put together fast, but because he was surprised, he didn’t have 

time to do so.  

We will find out at some point in the future what the situation actually was.
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