
MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT
November 5, 1976

The President had a Cabinet meeting. He came at 11:04 and
left about 11:30.

Said we had an obligation to the American people. Certainly
to the people who supported the campaign to submit and economic
plan, the budget and probably a State of the Union message.
and we are to carry on our same effort until January 20 as
the Constitution provides.

How each Department should be handled, you probably know best,
Marsh will head the White House Transisition Team. He would
be assisted by Connor and DuVal.

Wants each Department to appoint a transition official--make it
as smooth as possible, but that obviously we have to do our job
unitl January 20, by our best judgement.

The President said he didn't want any eulogies.

The Vice President made some nice remarks.

The President said he felt we had a good team, he was proud of it.

Kissinger said that you can't make a tree grow by flogging it
and that the foreign policy initiatives of the President would
create a creative explosion in the period ahead and it is a shame
he wouldn't be there to guide it. History will show more progress
in the year than in many decades.

I made some comments about the President and his decency and the
example he set with his family for the whole country.

The President said he wasn't just going vegetate. That he would be
around and said he would welcome any suggestions.

The meeting ended with applause.
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