
MEE1ING WITH THE PRESIDENT
September 24, 1975
17:50 to 18:30

I gave the President the watch fiom Ray Caldero.
It says 'Ford '76." The President said "You
keep it Don. " I said ''Look, it' s against the law
for rue to keep it, but it' s perfectly legal for
you to keep it. Now, if you can figure
that out I' cl like you to explain it Lo inc '' He
said ''okay."

memo to Dick Cheney -

I told the President that they got a rule on
Turkish aidf.

Next the President talked about the
mayo r s inc eting and I to 1cl him that
DICK had described it to me and said that
there was considerable finger pointing and
table pounding and that DICK was pleased
to see that the Mayor of Milwaukee
ha du' t changed s in ce he was wo ricin g
wili Governor Knoyles.

I gave the President a report on the Kent
Frizzell thing.

F-le went over the schedule for tomorrow.
I gave it to Terry.

I told the President that John Chancellor
had called and said that he had done a
good deal of studying on the question of
assassinations and that a psychiatrist had
Laflccd to him recently about it. . . . said
that the President is doing exactly the
wrong thing.. .he's saying things . . .he
should be saying things in different ways
because in effect of what the President
is saying is to a psychopath is "You
can't stop nie. " And that makes theni
say ''oh, yeah! '' The worst thing you
could say is lie is standing tall and strong
in this confrontation. The wo rst thing to



do. . . potential assassins don't like to be told that
yOU can't stop them. He said It' s obvious that
you've got to travel but we've got to watch what
wo say and how we do it. . . we've got to find
the right words. The President said that we
should write the right words and give it to
him fo r a Q trA for hi s n ext Q& A thin g.

DICK - - I' VE dictated a good deal on
this. I'VE written the remarks that
I gave him the night we were corning
hack in the piane. You ought to get a
Q&A on this and do it yourself . . . that
fits with what the psychiatrists say.

I talJcecl to the President about the SADAT problem
with the fundraisers. He said 'Look, it's all right
to have SADAT come when he's scheduled.. We're
not going to change the furidraisers. 1

I'VE told Jerry.

W e talked about the -Ieimut Schmidt phone call
expressing concern over the assassination attempts
and how important the París trip is and that
George Schultz feels that it is important, that
it's going very well and that they are going to
mix in a meeting with A said in some other
European country,

I told the Pre sident I was worried about the
number of days out and he said "let' s get
a map of it and a calendar and everything" and

I'VE 1:old Jerry Jones to get it for
October, Novcr.ber,Decernher

I reported to híni on my call from Buckley concerning
Warren Anderson, suggesting that the Pr esident
find different words so that he keeps lus same
position on New York City but it doesn't sound so
brittle. There's no point in "being against the
people ín New York City and New York State" simply
because you have that position.



I said that Buckley wanted to do sorne joint
business and indicating he wanted to write
a letter urging a review of all Federal
Programs' impact on New York City and
asking the Federal Government what can be
done about lt. I said to the President that
I saw no problem with that since he had
already a sked Lynn to look into that and I
said to Buckley that the President is for
de-categorization. And the Presideiit said
"yes, you can t eli Buckley that that's okay,

DICK you talk to Lynn and make
sure it's okay. And, then, if it is
okay, have Lynn work it out with
Buckley. But that should be.: done
tomo r row.

I told the President that Moyniban had called
concerned about the White House lack of'
interest in Rhodesian chrome.... . Byrd amendment
thing. He said go ahead and have Marsh call
the four guys I couldn't meet with. I've
told Marsh.

no further action

I talked to him about the. . . ,he wanted to know.. .he
okayed the Thursday schedule and then he asked
me what the agenda for the bi-Partisan Leadership
was. I told Terry be should tell Friede rsdorf
they should get that in earlier in the day the
day before so that the President can look at it.

no further action

We went over the schedule items.

He laughed about my crossed out name on the
combined appeal. He said "don't you know
I signed a letter directing you to do that?"
I said "yes sir. This is the first example of
insubordination on my part in a year. I refuse."



He said on that meeting with Mitchell
(or whatever it va s). . . . the businessman
from AVON. Ile said let the guy
bring in his relacement. But, lie said
tell Mildred that in the future, lie isn't
going to start seeing this other person.
In other words, that's where we draw
the line.

DICK you call Mildred and tell lier.

H e cut the S chxnidt ru e e tin g clown to
45 minutes instead of 60.

I'VE told Terry.

We started going through the iong-.range schedule.
And, I said to him "Mr, President, you've got
a heliuva good chance of getting wounded or
killed. I think it's stupid. I happen to
agree with those people that think that this
is a particularly dangerous time and it' s
fine for you to run around as long as you
use the right words and be brave. But,
I'm gung to be a sonofabitcli and I'm going
to start working these things down myself.
Now, you don't have to know it but l'ui just
telling you rm going to do it, Let me tell
you what I'm going to do, .1 said, without
telling anyone it's your decision because
it' s not I'm going to go through thes e things
as follows ............and I gave Irmu the
long - range schedule. And, we started gdng
through i.t page by page. I said the first one
on page 8 . . this Mountain State Forest Festival,
I s aid in West Virginia, I said that' s a lori g
helicopter ride. You've got to come back
that night and go to New Je rs ey fo r a fund rais er.
I said I don't think that makes any sense at all.
And he said well look if we' re not going to do
that, we've got to see if Nelson will do it.

So the status of that Dick is I don't know
if lie's going to do it or not but I know
I've got an obligation. . . or you do. . . .to
call the Vice Ire sident and see if lie
can do that Mountain State Forest
Festival. You do that tomorrow and teli
me and then I'll go back in and we'll see



whether he'll agree to not do it. And get an
answer tomorrow on that. Whether or not
he'll be available to do it, Now, it' s not
clear to me what would happen if he would
do it or if he wouldn't do it and I have not
talked to Terry yet about their view on that
one.

I recommended against the Battle of Kings Mountain.
The President didn't say anything and I said I was
going to check that out and see what that looked
like from a security standpoint and I've told
Terry that and you should make sure that when
he comes back in we have that.

I told blm I thought it was goofy for him to go to that
football game and that it just kept him out of the
office another day and he could watch it on television.
And, be said weil it doesn't make any sense. He
said why don't you call iU Milliken.

I'VE called Milliken and I'VE told the
President there is no further action there
except you should tell Terry that it' s off.
YOU should also tell Terry that the
President apparently had agreed
with somebody that he'd meet with
Leonard Woodcock and some other
labor people the morning before the
football game. If that is to be the case,
then we've got to reshift that meeting
to Friday so that the President can come
back Friday night and not stay in
Michigan at all.

On page 13, I talked to him about this pep rally at
the University and told him that that didn't sound
like the best thing and L... and he said okay that
we don't have to do that.

So, Talk to Terry and if it makes x no
sense at all, ids not do it because as
far as he's concerned, it's off.



I talked to him about the National Peanut
Festival in Dothan. And he agreed with me that we
could skip that since no one has been told
on that yet. I told Terry to look into that
and determine whether.. what it
was like, really. But as Lar as the
President goes, itis off mentally.
And if there is good reason to
do it, we can add it back on. He did say
he would like to attend the South Caroline.
State Fair and I told him we would check
that and he said "well, I want to do that.
And I said right, I'll put you down as
"tilting for that." He said "no, I really
want to do it. " I said "right, I'll put
you down as 'tilting for it."

So Terry is supposed to check that out..

I told him I thought it made no sense on God's
green earth for him to go up to New York City
and become the family man of the year awaid
and have one mo re night out of Washington on
Thursday, November 6, for another
evening in the Hilton. He said okay, we'll
have Betty go and have Orben get some
speeches.

So, DICK, you take care of that
Betty and Orben.

On page 17, I told Kim I saw no reason in the
world for him to on Saturday the 8th do both
the New England Society of Newspaper Editors
for a speech and then a Q&A session and then
go and sit down and spend an hour and a half
having lunch with them. Their the same
damned people. And he said okay let's skip
the lunch. I said okay but before we do that
I'll check with Nessen and make sure that's
all right.

Terry has got the action to check that
out.

DICK ONCE YOU get those notes, you
ought to sit down with Terry and make
sure that Terry has really got it accurate
in view of the foulup with Rustand.



Then I sat down with Terry and I said now look
Terry hen!s the drill. He's going to go on
and do his thing and I'm gd ng to do my thing.
His thing is to go out and see the people.
My thing is to see that he stays alive between
now and election day. No don't you worry
about what I'm telling you except I'm going to
be honest with you. What l'ui telling you is
what I think. . . .not what he thinks. And
we' re going to start doing what I think.
So I told Terry that I don't want anyone saying
this Is the President this is Rurrsfeld
and I'm just going to take over this subject.
Then I went through and gave him all the....

and there are a lot of subtiles in there
because we're playing a triple game and we're
going to have to make sure that it's done right.
That's why it's so critical to keep tight control
over the schedule office, the announcements
office and the security people. Because how
we say things like I'm convinced that the
best thing we can say is that thing that
Marilcowitz said that there's gcing to be
special security precautions taken. That
scares people. There are going to be
some but, ..


