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Third, he is ratifying the decision on Carter which may or may
not have been a good idea and I have questions as to whether or

n ot Carter actually violated Departmental rules. All in all I would
say it was a pretty bad piece of work. I said, first of all is
it true, all of that stuff.

On the subject of I said that after I sat in on that
meeting yesterday, I left and talked to Alan Greenspan. He

described the meeting and it sounds like we;ve got ships
passing in the night. I asked him if he had read the Greenspan
memo. It is devastating. He said, no he hadn't- -he picked it
up and read it. He said it is a very tough memo. I said, I
don't know, I can't vouch for it's validity but Greenspan does
and if anything, I said it strikes me that it is incompi ete,
in otherwords, I said, not only do you have the argument
that there is no economic evidence to show that this thing is



necessary, but you don't have any economic evidence that it
would create jobs, indeed the principal, that public money drives
out private money, leads me to the conclusion that what would
occur would be t1a t the federal government would have to first
go in and do what would have been done anyway and that anything
additional that was done would not be additivebut rather
would be coming from some other area where this lower money
would be drawing it in so it can't be described as a jobs bill.

There is no doubt in my mind but that it would end up as a
Xmas tree arid it seems to me that it doesn't fit with you
philosophy. That it is going to end up being seen as a ripoff
for the big oil companies and t think it is a bad idea, in case
there is any doubt in your mind. I said my- -the President
said, well I reread the memo and our advisers are all over
the line on the issue and I said, well, flm not listed in there and
I said, just so you will have no doubt in your mind, I want you
to know that I am against it.

I said you have got a serious problem with the Vice President.
I said he is enthusiastic and he's imprecise and other people
are afraid of him. The effect is, he comes in and give you what
he believes and his enthhsiasm ath imprecision and inaccurate

representation of what is going on. His characterizations of
other people's views do not jive with what they tell me. That
is not a criticism of the Vice President, it is a criti.sm of the
circumstance that you deal with as President becaus,e those people
are afraid to deal with him--they are afraid to speak up when he
is present, they are afraid to speak up even when he ii not present
and you just ought to be aware of it.

He said, well I am inclined to think that I am going to go
ahead with it.



I said well, I am concerned about it but more than that, I am
concerned about the dynamics of this place - -how it is working.
I said I can't be sure that my perspective is accurate. I
have every reason to believe that the perspective that you
are getting from the Vice President is not and I have good reason
to believe that the sperspective you are getting from your other
advisers is not true. And that that's worrisome. You really
don't have a set of relationships and interactions in a way that
you can be sure you are getting their best , unvarnished and
advice and that's risky.

I told the President tFa t it struck me that it was a dangerous
procedure for him to have advocates managing the staffing
process on something like this.
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