
MEMO

Meeting with the President
10-17-74
1803 to 1842
Oval Office
Alone

The President took the memo from Timmons and the

Mansfield letter and received a call from Mansfield. He

read it and said he would receive the call.

I gave hirn Walker' s talking points for the meeting with

Morton and left them with him.

On the Trade matter, he said he would call Tirnmons after

the meeting if he decided on having the meeting tomorrow with

Jackson, Javits and so forth. He's meeting with Kissinger tonight

at the residence at 8:00 p.m.

He saìd "Don, the whole White House has changed for the

plus since I came" and he's grateful.

I told him what I was doing on the Mills problem at the

Tidal Basin and the Boston school problem - - I said I was

shoving those things out to the Department I hoped he would

do the same thing. Therefore, keep shoving the action out.

I told him that Bill Steiger had told me that there were some

stories coming. . .. confrontation between Hartmann and Rumsfeld.

I asked him if there was anything I should know. He said "No,

Hartmann has been so goddamn busy that he hasntt had time for

it and you've been out of town. It just must be stories»'
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I told him that Buress had reported in the staff meeting

that there would be more leaks on the Rocky thing when the Joint

Committee on IRS material got to the Congrees. He said maybe

they'll ease up on him in view of Happy's problem.

I reported to him what Simon told me that Kendall

gave Brezhnev a letter from Nixon and Peter McCullough

of Xerox gave Brezhnev a letter from Jackson.

I told him the Eberle report - - the reaction was good

except there's questioning about his ability to

sustain his policy initiatives in the Congress.

I asked how it had gone with Dick. He said "Dick is great!

He is a good man. He comes in, he's got ten items to cover,

he covers them and he leaves. I enjoyed him. I hope he did.

Did he?" I said "Sure."

li. I clarified the matter of Kaiser and told him that that was

a technical services completely unrelated and he said he

was glad to know that.

12. I told him that I recommended to Marsh that he stick stiff

on the courier. He said "Well, I think that's right. They've just

got to understand." I said "But President Nixon might get into it. "

He said "Well, what should I say if he calls?" I said "Well, let's

just wait and see if he calls. I think we ought to play chicken on it."
He said okay.



The Mansfield call came through. He thanked him on

help on Turkey. He said he's not going to testify up on the

Hill anymore but he was glad he did it this time and then they

talked about the subject of the call.

I reported on my trip to Brussels. Told him that the King

had sent his warm regards. That it had been a very pleasant

two days. Everyone was very happy.



I told the President that Firestone also said that he was

a good Republican and he believed in the Party but he hoped

Ford would not campaign anymore.. . . it was harmful.

I asked him about the Clemency Board. I said they want

to use the White House stationery, they want to use the

White House phone numbers, they want to be in the EOB.

I said they want to use the Mess, the Parking, the Portal-to-Portal,

the Tennis Court, the Health Unit. I said I think they ought to

be over in the New Executive Office Building. He said "Fine,

put them over there. You handle the rest of the details. Treat

them like we do any other Board."

t gave him Ken Cole's unmarked papers on the difference

between the Economic Message and the Fact Sheet so that he

would be aware of the differences.

He signed the letter on Wardell.

I raised the Connally matter. I said "When a guy is indicted,

he probably ought to volunteer to resign, but Connally hasn't and

my inclination is not to sir it up." He said he agreed and said let's

give him the benefit of the doubt. He said he's only been indicted.

He's not been proven guilty and I'm aware of it.



I told him that on the Southern trip Marsh was off and

Hartmann was on and why.

I talked to him about Seidrnan's office space. He said "Well,

what about putting Seidman down in the basement." I said "No

sir. That's administrative space. It's not for policy people." He

said "Well, Mildred's office is vacant." I said "well, it won't be.

I'd just tell him no and then if you want to think about it in the back

of your mind at the point where Dean Burch goes, you could

conceivably use that suite up there if you wanted to, but don't

lock yourself into it." He said okay.

The President asked me if I had names on 0MB and I said

tomorrow I would have five on 0MB and five on Domestic Council.
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He said good.

The President left the room and went to the head.

The President said he did want to see his.. . .any of his children's

travels plans memos so I left them with him to look at.

Dick Cheney c should get a schedule proposal up for when the

Transition Group meets with the President. WE'VE GOT TO DO THAT.

(NOTE: Dick says it's done)



I told him about Freeberg and his problem of paying for

these buttons. He said well how much does it cost. I said

I don't know. He said well it's a Federal Program why can't

we use Federal funds. I said well I don't know but I just wanted

to alert you that Freeberg says you authorized the payment so

he feels he's got a mission. I feel I've got a mission and that's

to make sure that we spend money legally and we're having

trouble finding the account that we can

legally do it so I thought you ought to be aware of it. So he said

well let me know what the problem is and why we can't pay for

it if we can't.

I left that letter with him that someone gave me on a problem
of agreeing to do something

and he said well he would call the guy but it was a commitment

made when he was Vice President and he didn't feel bound by it

and he would agree - - time and circumstances permitting.

He asked me to get redone this answer to Delenbach. I edited

it myself. I told him I thought he ought not to sign it the way

it was because it looked like he was going to can everybody and

he hadn't made that decision.
Robert

I showed him this letter from Jones on a golf course in

the back yard. He said it's okay with him. DICK, you had beer look

at it.

Next we did a number of schedule events which I have given Dick.

He agreed to the Morton meeting, He agreed to the emergency Home

Purchase Assistant Act signing for tomorrow in the Cabinet Room (I

had not known that), He agreed to do the film clip for the National



Council on Crime and Delinquency. He agreed to the Energy

Resource Meeting and he said that he wants a good package

that he can pull them up on. He agreed to the Scranton

meeting.


