
MEMORANDUM 0F MEETING WITH ThE PRESIDENT
OVAL OFFICE
AUGUST 15, 19714., 10:30 a.m,

Present: President, Ruinsfeld, Haig, and terHorat (terilorat came in after
meeting started)

We met from 10:30 to 11:05 a,m.

Hai brought up the subject of his meeting with Scoop Jackson.
He said that Henry Kissinger feels that we should get going on
NFL Hait said that Scoop wants to do it on the Floor, and. that
they are working on language. Everyone agreed that if they were
able to work it out in these early days of the Ford Presidency,
it would be fantastic.

The Quad.riad came up. The President said that the book he received
was good, and, he had. looked at it and it was well done.

Haig raised the question of the problem of Mildred Leonard moving
in to where Rose Woods was sitting down on the basement floor of
the 1hite House, and that he was working on the problem and getting
Rose moved out. The President said that he wanted it handled very
gently and. carefully.

The subject of swimming pools came up. The President asked Haig,
and Haig said that the only thing they had been able to work out
is the University Club which is a problem because of security. The
President then said that maybe they should just get a backboard up
so that I can get some exercise hitting a ball.

The question of th e Oost of Living Council came up and. the negotiations
taking place on the Hill. The President said that he felt there had
been some improvements made by the House and Senate. He said that
he wanted it clearly understood that he wasn't for controls.

The President talked a little bit about:his plans as to bow to
announce the Vice Presidency, indicating that he wanted to do it
quite differently from how it had been done when he was announced,
and that it would probably be the early part of the week - Monday,
Tuesday or Wednesday, and that he would simply invite theni into the
Oval Office after meeting with the bipartisan Leadership on Tuesday,
probably have the Cabinet in the Roosevelt Room, invite the two
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groups in, and. have the press come in while he announced his selection

The President indicated that he would be able to give the FBI,
Clarence Kelley, three names tonight, and that he wants to meet
with Bob Hartman and see the material, the recommendations that
have been coining in from Party leaders and Congressmen and that
he wanted. to eaU the Speaker and. Mike Mansfield before it happened
to let them know before it happeneth

I raised again the question of the Watergate tapes which were still
physically in the building and. the President was custodian, even
though the owner was Richard Nixon. I said I felt that the President
ought to get a line drawn so that the Ford Presidency didn't become
simply a continuation of the Nixon Presidency in terms of the handling
of that matter, and. everyone seemed to agree that the best thing to
do was to have the tapes end up with the owner as soon as possible
so that all those kinds of law suits that could occur would not be
against President Forth Haig then started relating sc»ne discussions
that he had had on the subject. The President said, "Well you
handle it," I then re-emphasized how important I felt that the
people who had. been handling it previously not continue to handle
it, and. 1-laig then began to brief on his contacts with Jaworski.
At the end of the meeting, the President agreed. on the philosophy
that I put forward, namely, that we get a line drawn.


